








       4
Hymn 

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord,

she is His new creation, by water and the word,

from heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride,

with His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,

she waits the consumption of peace for evermore,

till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,

and the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,

and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we

like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

Contact details:
The Rector: The Revd Jez Safford, The Rectory, Preston Court, Burton Latimer, 
NN15 5LR.  Telephone: 01536 723810.Email: jez.safford766@gmail.com. 
Assistant Curate: The Revd Tom Houston, 3 Virginia Crescent, Burton Latimer, 

NN15 5GB.  Telephone: 01536 685664.  Email: houston89@hotmail.co.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Lucy Lorentzen, 3 Clipson Close, Burton Latimer, 
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The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Burton Latimer
Making the love of God known in our community & homes
Week commencing 23rd August 2020 
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Dear Friends

I do hope this week's sheet with all the readings and prayers and the services Tom will be leading are a great blessing to you. It is disappointing to have to return to online services again for the next couple of weeks in order for us to support our local government guidance, but equally a blessing that we have this facility online to worship together. Counting my blessings has become quite a habit for me lately as I find myself more prone to dwell on the negatives that living with Covid throws up. I was recently sent a wonderful reminder on Facebook from a member of our congregation that we are indeed blessed and can find blessings in every situation if we look hard enough....it goes like this...

Your terrible JOB is the dream of the unemployed. 
Your HOUSE is the dream of every homeless.
Your SMILE is the dream of the depressed. 
Your HEALTH is the dream of the ill.
Your LIFESTYLE is the dream of somebody else.
Don't let difficult times make you forget your blessing...

This is great stuff but as Christians it doesn't go far enough, I would add...

Your faith in Jesus is the dream of those who haven't any....but they just don't know it yet! 

It's the role of each of us this week and always to help others to see the unfathomable blessings that come from a relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. May they see it in us as we refuse to be beaten down by the cares of life because we have a certain hope in the future. God bless you today, this week and always.

Jez

Daily Psalms

Sunday, 23rd August  – Psalm 138
Monday, 24th August – Psalm 86; 117
Tuesday, 25th August – Psalm 89.1-18
Wednesday 26th August – Psalm 119.105-128
Thursday, 27th August – Psalm 92
Friday, 28th August – Psalm 88
Saturday, 29th August – Psalm 97
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Prayers
When we see only trouble, Jesus, be our vision  

When we feel only uncertainty, Jesus, be our rock
When we hear only bad news Jesus, be our hope 

In all the circumstances of our lives, Jesus, our Companion, be a light to our path 

Gracious God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, mindful, compassionate, constant, thank you for loving us through every season of our lives. May we believe that you call us into a new day, that you call each of us by our name that we belong to you. And gathered or scattered, you hold us together in love. 
Amen

Generous and merciful God, the only way to come to you each day is in truth, for you know us completely and love us as we are. Shine your gentle light on us so that we can know ourselves to be real, honest and forgiven. Thank you in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

Our Prayer List

In company with the other churches in the town, each week we pray for a different street: this week is Dearlove Close and Denford Close
We remember those who are ill or need our prayers at this time, especially: 
Mick French, Jackie Kings, Sebastian, Yvonne Desroches, Jim Fraser, 
Sandra Bennett
We pray for the souls of those who have died:  

Pauline Taylor, Judy Broussard

We remember those whose anniversaries of death are at this time:

Brenda Brown, Noel Murrell
Collect
O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,
that we, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises,
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen
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First Reading 
Romans 12.1-8

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.


Glory to you, O Lord.


Matthew 16.13-20

13When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 


This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ


Prayer After Communion

Lord of all mercy,
we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice
which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace:
by our communion 
keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel
and preserve us from all sin;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.


