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Prayer after Communion
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,
that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered
by your governance,
that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Amen
Hymn for today
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1) Praise, my soul, the King of heaven!

To his feet thy tribute bring:

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,

who like me his praise should sing?

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King!

2) Praise him for his grace and favour

to our fathers in distress,

praise him still the same as ever,

slow to chide and swift to bless.

Praise him! Praise him!

Praise him! Praise him!

Glorious in his faithfulness!
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Making the love of God known in our community & homes
Week commencing 12th July 2020 
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
Dear friends
We haven't had much choice since 23rd March but in essence do you prefer to watch via a screen of some sort or would you much rather be THERE - sporting fixture, exhibition, shopping centre, school or college and not least church?

In the things we believe in and do in our lives, if we are able and fairly mobile, do we prefer to observe and avoid getting involved (we might have had or heard about  a past experience, be worried about what our relatives will say) or do we prefer to PARTICIPATE.

The Christian Church (in fact Jesus) provides for us the Eucharist (Holy Communion) a form of worship which he commanded us to DO so that we may meet him, each other and be regularly 'refuelled' to continue in the role of Christians to represent him in the world and usher in God's Kingdom.

In our parish, instead, as some have done, of substituting Holy Communion with a hymn, prayer and reflection 'sandwich' (not that there is anything wrong with that) we have been for 16 Sundays unable to use St Mary's church but have had Jez, Tom and others making available a 'spiritual communion' in our own homes with our own offering of bread and wine.  There is a real difference between a 'collection' and an 'offering'.  Offertory processions in which the bread and wine are, as in St Mary's and many other churches, brought to the altar symbolising our laying before God the very best that we have and are willing to give back to him.  A priest is chosen to preside over the family meal of the Christian family as we worship together each week but each one of us is participating in praising God for Jesus and for what he has done and does do for us and reaffirming our daily response in his service and that of all mankind.

So (as we must still pop in somewhere): Engage, celebrate and enjoy! 

Blessings, Roger.           
Daily Psalms

Sunday, 12th July – Psalm 65 

Monday, 13th July – Psalm 98
Tuesday, 14th July – Psalm 106
Wednesday 15th July – Psalm 111
Thursday, 16th July – Psalm 115
Friday, 17th July  – Psalm 139
Saturday, 18th July – Psalm 121
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Prayers

Heavenly Father, we pray for our brothers and sisters throughout the world who acknowledge your presence and power in their lives.  We pray for those who are laughed at or victimised because of their faith in you.  We pray that you will give us strength to be true to our faith when it is questioned or belittled.  We pray for our church and our community and for a renewal of our vision and dedication to the work you have called us to do.

Amen.

God of compassion, we pray for all those who are suffering with anxiety, stress, grief or pain and illness.  We pray to you for those we know and love, that your healing power will flow into their lives bringing wholeness of body, mind and spirit. Grant us strength in our weakness, comfort in our sorrow, peace of mind in our anxiety and stress and the renewed hope for life which only your presence and power can bring.

Amen

We thank you, Heavenly Father, for the work our team is doing in bringing us the online services.  They have brought a great deal of pleasure to so many people and have helped us feel closer together.  Dear Lord, it is wonderful that we are now able to have services in church again, albeit it in a very different way and with limited numbers, but we pray that things will soon return to normal (whatever that will be) and that we can all be together in Your house once more.  We ask this is Jesus’ name

Amen 

Our Prayer List

In company with the other churches in the town, each week we pray for a different street: this week is Cornfield Way
We give thanks that the operation on Charlotte’s spine went well and that Becky has safely delivered her twin girls.  We thank you that Maisy Newman has returned home and is making progress, following her accident last week.
We remember those who are ill or need our prayers at this time, especially: 
Ray Bunce, Lilly Mannion, Mick French, Sandra Bennett, Yvonne Desroches, 
Joyce Lucas
We pray for the souls of those who have died:  

Milly Flude
We remember those whose anniversaries of death are at this time:

Jack Smith, John Smith
Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
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First Reading
Romans 8.1-11


1There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law – indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.



9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Gospel 
Matthew 13.1-9,18-23


1Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!



18Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ





     Prayer after Communion overleaf
3) Father-like, he tends and spares us,


well our feeble frame he knows,


in his hands he gently bears us,


rescues us from all our foes.


Praise him! Praise him!


Praise him! Praise him!


Widely as his mercy flows!





4) Angels, help us to adore him,


ye behold him face to face,


sun and moon, bow down before him,


dwellers all in time and space.


Praise him! Praise him!


Praise him! Praise him!


Praise with us the God of grace!











